CHAPTER LXXII
THE  EXTERNAL SOUL IN FOLK-TALES
ELSEWHERE I have cited the popular Indian story of the war-
lock Punchkin, whose external soul was deposited for safety
in the green parrot, and who could not be killed so long
as the bird was safe.1 A story of this type is told by the
Korwas, a Kolarian tribe of the Chota Nagpur plateau in
India. It runs as follows :
" A certain rich man, a banker and moneylender (Sahu),
had twelve sons.    He got them all married and they went out
on a journey to trade.    There came a holy mendicant to the
house of the rich man and asked for alms.    The banker was
giving him alms, but the saint said he would only take
them from his son or son's wife.    As the sons were away
the rich man called his daughter-in-law, and she began to
give alms to the saint.    But he caught her up and carried
her off.    Then her father-in-law went to search for her, saying
that he would not return until he had found her.    He came
to the saint's house, upon a mountain and said to him, ' Why
did you carry off my son's wife ?'    The saint said to him,
1 What can you do ? '  and turned him into stone by waving
his hand.    Then all the other brothers went in turn to search
for her down to the youngest, and all were turned into stone.
At last the youngest brother set out to search but he did not
go to the saint, but travelled across the sea and sat under a
tree on the other side.   In that tree was the nest with young
of Raigidan and Jatagidan 2 birds.    A snake was climbing
up the tree to eat the nestlings, and the brother saw the snake
1 Balder the Beautiful, pp. 147 sqq.        ' Believed to be some kind of vulture
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